SFAB North Region Seat Candidates

» Catherine A. Cucharale COO0 and CCO, M. Griffith Investment Services, Inc.
(New Hartford, NY)
» John I. Fitzgerald Managing Director, Leerink Partners, LLC

(Boston, MA)



Candidate Profile Form—SFAB Election

Candidate Name: Catherine A. Cucharale

Title: Chief Operating Officer and Chief Compliance Officer Firm: M. Griffith Investment S

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement

As Chief Operating Officer and Chief Compliance Officer, | am responsible for the day-to-day operations of M.
Griffith Investment Services, Inc., a dually-registered firm. Since joining the firm in 1998, | have been able to
apply my vast array of organizational and leadership skills to the many key functions in the firm, to include but
not limited to, the firm's human resources, training, accounting, marketing, and IT departments. | am not afraid
to get my hands dirty. | believe that it is important to do whatever it takes to ensure the effectiveness of each of
these departments. This requires not only proper training and employee empowerment, but also a
hands-on-approach. | lead by example and do not ask any of my staff to complete a task that | have not
personally completed myself.

| am Series 7, 24 and 99 registered. As Chief Compliance Officer, | am accountable for the developmental
process of assuring adherence to the many regulatory compliance requirements of the financial investment
industry. To meet these demands | have overseen the creation, development and implementation of many
proprietary data programs to streamline our processes for arcuate client and transactional review and audit. As
the CCO of a dually registered firm, | carry the additional responsibility of insuring that our firm adheres to
regulations as both a Broker/Dealer and a Registered Investment Advisory Firm. As Chief Operating Officer, |
am directly responsible for formulating and implementing policies and procedures for the firm's back office
operations. Every policy and/or procedure is continuously reviewed from many different angles to streamline
processes while maintaining accuracy. My goal is to insure that all our clients receive outstanding customer and
operational processing service.

Prior to joining the firm, my vast years of experience as a former Advertising Manager for an in-house
advertising agency and my duties as a Director of Operations helped me hone my skill-set for multi-tasking and
meeting deadlines.

| am currently a FINRA District 9 Committee Member and a past member of the FINRA Regulatory Advisory
Committee. In addition, | am very involved in the community having held many different leadership and
executive board positions in various youth organizations as well as provided lecture and classroom instruction
for business-oriented events. | have served as the Treasurer of the Greater Utica Chamber of Commerce, a
Board Member of the Utica Salvation Army and Board Member for Mohawk Valley Society for Human Resource
Management.

As the SFAB Seat for the North Region and coming from a firm with less than 50 employees, my goal is to offer
a unique insight into what small firms experience on a day to day basis. Although a small firm is classed as a
firm with less than 150 registered representatives, these size firms experience a completely different daily
process than a firm with less than 50 employees overall. | welcome the challenge to be the voice of the ‘smaller’
firm and assist them with working through their day to day struggles with our ever changing industry.

Optional Links:

Link to personal website, resume or CV: http://www.mgriffithinc.com/meet-our-staff/staff/Cathy-A.-Cucharale

Link to YouTube video:




Candidate Profile Form —SFAB Election
Candidate Name: John |. (Jack) Fitzgerald

Title: Managing Director - Legal & Compliance Department Firm: Leerink Partners LLC

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement

Biography

Mr, Fitzgerald is a Managing Director — Legal and Compliance at Leerink Parthers LLC, an investment banking
firm that offers healthcare equity research, corporate finance, capital markets sales and trading for institutional
clients, where he provides legal and regulatory guidance. He has previously held legal and compliance
management positions at American General Funds Distributors, CypressTree Investments, Fechtor Detwiler,
Boston Stock Exchange and Fidelity Investments. Mr. Fitzgerald was elected twice to serve on the FINRA Small
Firm Advisory Board representing firms with less than 150 registered representatives in the North Region from
Maine to West Virginia. He currently represents the securities industry on FINRA’s National Arbitration and
Mediation Committee. He served as a panelist for the 2009 SEC-FINRA CCOutrsach BD National Seminar and
the 2010 and 2014 FINRA Annual Gonferences. He received his B.A. from the University of Massachusetts
(Amherst) and a J.D. from Suffolk University Law School. Mr. Fitzgerald currently holds Series 7, 24, 27, 53, 63
and 87 registrations.

Personal Statement

The role of the Small Firm Advisory Board is to represent the interests of the majority of FINRA members. All
rule proposals are reviewed by the SFAB prior to consideration by the Board of Governors. From my prior
experience representing the North Region, | know that the comments and suggestions from the SFAB members
are critical to the process. With FINRA now undertaking its 360 Initiative, it is an important time for the small firm
members to have a voice with senior management.

With only a one year vacancy, it is imperative that members of the North Region have someone representing
that has experience with reviewing rule proposals and interacting with FINRA management. | have that
expetience, Please consider me when casting your ballot.

Opticnal Links:

Link to personal website, resume or CV:

Link to YouTube video:
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