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	Candidate Name: Joseph F. Helmer
	Title: President
	Firm: Caldwell Sutter Capital, Inc.
	Statement: I am the president and co-owner of Caldwell Sutter Capital, Inc. (“Caldwell”).  Caldwell is dually registered as an investment adviser and broker-dealer specializing in value investing and municipal bond underwriting and proprietary trading.  After graduating from Santa Clara University in 1995 (BA History), I was a market maker on the Pacific Options Exchange until 2004.  As an active member of the Exchange, I served on both the Ethics and Business Conduct Committee and the Floor Trading Committee.  In 2004 I joined Caldwell with a focus on growing both the brokerage and the advisory business.  I received my CFA charter in 2010.  

Previously I was a member of the Board of Directors of Summit State Bank, a NASDAQ listed community bank headquartered in Santa Rosa, CA., and NEMI Northern Energy and Mining.  I’m currently a member of the Board of Directors of Crazy Woman Creek Bancorp, a bank holding company in Wyoming.

In 2013 I concluded a term as a member of the FINRA Western District Committee and I would like to serve again in that capacity.  My reasoning is simple:  I would like to take an active role in guiding policy and rule-making in an industry where I have built my career.
  
I’ve reviewed nearly every small firm headquartered in District 1.   The review was not time consuming, because there are not that many firms left in our District.  The firms that are left are changing quickly and the composite of firms operating in District 1 is now more diverse and has changed substantially in a short time.

I believe I have a wide range of experiences to represent a diverse District 1:

Caldwell is an underwriter for municipalities and state agencies and authorities.  

Caldwell brokers short term securities to municipalities and government agencies.

Caldwell has served as a placement agent in community bank recapitalizations.

Caldwell has transacted in private securities.

Caldwell has successfully integrated and acquired two broker dealers and integrated a team from a third broker dealer and navigated the three applicable Continuing Membership Applications (CMA). 

Caldwell’s Chief Compliance Officer, Chris Anderson, currently serves on Securities Industry Essentials Examination Committee.

Caldwell is a dually registered firm and navigates the complexities of both sets of regulation.

Thank you for your consideration.
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