
Candidate Profile Form—SFAC Election (New York Region) (this page will be displayed on finra.org)

Candidate Name:	

Title: Firm:

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement (3,000 character limit - approximately 500 words)

Optional Link:

LinkedIn profile:


	Candidate Name 2: Kamala Connors
	Title 2: Chief Compliance Officer
	Link to personal website, resume or CV 2: www.linkedin.com/in/kconnors
	Firm 2: Bluerock Capital Markets, LLC
	Candidate Biography and Personal Statement 2: Ms. Connors serves as Chief Compliance Officer at Bluerock Capital Markets, LLC, a FINRA member broker dealer specializing in the structuring and distribution of high-quality real estate and real estate-related investments. Ms. Connors responsibilities include company-wide oversight to ensure adherence to applicable laws, regulations, and internal policies. She joined in 2020. Prior to Bluerock Capital Markets, Ms. Connors spent seven years working as a compliance consultant advising a diverse client portfolio of over fifty broker dealers and/or registered investment advisors to ensure compliance with applicable securities requirements and regulations. She began her career in the financial industry in 2009 as the Research Coordinator at a full-service investment bank where she reviewed and published all proprietary equity research. Ms. Connors graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communications from California State University, Fullerton and holds the Certified Regulatory and Compliance Professional (CRCP) designation from the FINRA Institute at Georgetown University. In addition, she holds FINRA Series 7, 24, 63 and 99 licenses. 

As Chief Compliance Officer of a small firm broker-dealer—and having spent my career working with small firms—I have developed an understanding of the complexities within our industry’s regulatory landscape. The role demands navigation of evolving rules, expectations, and enforcement priorities, while also requiring judgment about what is relevant to a small firm’s structure, risk profile, and resources. I believe the goal for small firms is to balance best practices with practical realities, ensuring compliance programs remain effective and maintainable. Prior to my current position, I worked as a compliance consultant for FINRA member broker-dealers, where I had direct exposure to how personnel limitations, cost pressures, and confusion around regulatory updates and best practices created challenges for small firms. That experience highlighted the importance of tailoring compliance solutions to fit the realities of smaller operations. I aim to bring this experience to the Small Firm Advisory Committee and hope to elevate the perspectives of small firms. Having attended the FINRA Certified Regulatory and Compliance Program (CRCP), I have seen how valuable it can be to collaborate directly with individuals from FINRA and the SEC. It demonstrated how open dialogue can drive understanding and practical compliance solutions. I believe the launch of FINRA Forward reflects FINRA’s recognition of the need for partnership with member firms and a desire to strengthen engagement. Serving on the Small Firm Advisory Committee would allow me to align this initiative with the unique needs of small firms and help ensure that our collective efforts continue to prioritize what matters most: protecting investors.


