
Candidate Profile Form—SFAC Election (New York Region) (this page will be displayed on finra.org)

Candidate Name:	

Title: 	 Firm:

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement (3,000 character limit - approximately 500 words)

Optional Link:

LinkedIn profile:


	Candidate Name 2: Jervis Bennett Hough
	Title 2: COO/CCO
	Link to personal website, resume or CV 2: www.linkedin.com/jervish
	Firm 2: Blaylock Van, LLC
	Candidate Biography and Personal Statement 2: With more than two decades of experience in the financial services industry, I respectfully submit my candidacy for the Small Firm Advisory Committee (SFAC). My professional background positions me to represent the interests of small firms, having served not only as an industry executive but also as an examiner and as a prior participant on a FINRA advisory committee. I have experienced FINRA’s regulatory processes from multiple vantage points: as someone conducting examinations, as a compliance consultant advising firms, as a registered principal responsible for supervisory systems, and as an operator actively engaged in revenue generation. This breadth of experience has afforded me a deep understanding of how regulatory frameworks function in practice and where there are opportunities to make processes more efficient, balanced, and fair for small firms.

Small firms are essential to the resiliency and diversity of our financial markets, yet they often bear a disproportionate regulatory burden. While larger organizations can dedicate extensive resources to compliance, smaller firms must meet identical standards with far fewer personnel and limited infrastructure. I have seen firsthand how this imbalance can create barriers to growth, innovation, and client service. As a member of the SFAC, I would bring practical insights into how rules affect small firms on the ground and would advocate for regulatory approaches that are risk-based, proportionate, and sensitive to the operational realities of smaller market participants.

I believe that a strong regulatory environment should be both effective and efficient. An environment one that protects investors and market integrity without imposing undue costs on those least able to absorb them. I have worked with FINRA staff on examinations, remediation matters, and advisory committee initiatives, and I know that progress is possible when regulators and industry participants work together constructively. My perspective is that small firms do not seek leniency; rather, they seek fairness. Regulation must not be a license to burden smaller entities disproportionately, but instead should empower them to fulfill their obligations responsibly while continuing to contribute to vibrant, competitive markets.

At its best, the financial markets are a powerful force for innovation, growth, and opportunity. They reward entrepreneurs, innovators, and risk-takers who act responsibly, while also demanding accountability to clients, communities, and future generations. Having served both inside and outside of FINRA, I understand how to balance compliance imperatives with the realities of running a business. Unlike many who have only experienced one side of the equation, I have shouldered the dual responsibilities of driving revenue while maintaining the highest regulatory standards.



