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	Candidate Name 2: Joseph W Lodato
	Title 2: Chief Compliance Officer
	Link to personal website, resume or CV 2: https://www.linkedin.com/in/josephlodato?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base_contact_details%3BJhZRpKanSRSqUADDSkyIKA%3D%3D
	Firm 2: Octaura Securities
	Candidate Biography and Personal Statement 2: I am seeking election to FINRA’s Small Firm Advisory Committee because I believe small firms deserve a strong and informed voice in shaping the regulatory landscape – one grounded in operational realities, advanced technology and long-term resilience. 

For many small broker-dealers, compliance burdens, shifting rule proposals and evolving market conditions can feel disproportionate. The SFAC plays a vital role in ensuring that FINRA’s rulemaking and oversight processes fully account for the unique challenges of smaller firms- especially in areas like cost, applicability to a business model and fairness. 

My experience as a financial services executive with 30 years of leadership in compliance, operations and brokerage supervision reflects a unique blend of regulatory expertise, technological innovation and operational leadership across global financial institutions.
I currently serve as Chief Compliance Officer of Octaura Securities, a fixed income trading platform and alternative trading system. Previously, my experience extended to senior compliance, operations and supervisory roles at Guggenheim Partners, Barclays Capital, Lehman Brothers, AllianceBernstein, UNX, Inc. and Bank of America Securities. In each, I spearheaded initiatives to strengthen compliance cultures, integrate technology into supervision and guide firms through periods of market stress and organizational change. 
Beyond my executive roles, I enjoy contributions to the industry in education as a Law School Adjunct Professor in a Compliance and Ethics Master’s Program as well as presently serve as a FINRA Arbitrator, since 1994, reinforcing my long-standing commitment to investor protection and regulatory fairness.
I hold a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance from Pace University’s Lubin School of Business and maintain FINRA Series 7, 63, 8, and 24 licenses.
With a career defined by integrity, innovation and stewardship, I offer the Small Firm Advisory Committee deep experience in the industry and various firm environments, a practical understanding of regulatory frameworks and a proven ability to strengthen compliance infrastructures while enabling business growth. I understand the friction points – like the cost of adopting new systems to address regulatory changes, the need for rules to support innovation and the imperative to see regulatory proposals through the lens of what is feasible in a lean environment.  
In sum, I’m looking to serve because I believe the SFAC is an important component to FINRA’s mission, and I will work diligently to represent small-firm perspectives and ensure that FINRA’s regulatory framework continues to receive the input it seeks and needs to be fair, responsive and forward-looking.



