
From: dirk.lawson@nmfn.com [mailto:dirk.lawson@nmfn.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2009 2:08 PM 
To: Comments, Public 
Subject: Comments regarding FINRA's proposed regulations 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As a business owner, who is also a licensed insurance professional and a 
registered securities representative, I simply ask that before implementing any 
regulations that you ask yourself the following questions: 

1.       What is the concern or problem we want to address? 

2.      Does this proposed language or regulation help us to address our concern or 
problem? 

3.      Does this proposed regulation provide any value – what is the value add? 

If your proposed language or regulation is addressing an issue that has negatively 
impacted the public, our clients, or our trust and reputation, and the language in 
the regulation is drafted with precise and concise words, and that proposed 
regulation is a value add – or provides a value or benefit to the public, our clients, 
rebuilding our trust or reputation – then I support such proposed regulations.  
But if the answer to either question # 2 or #3 is “No,” then I oppose such 
proposed regulations. 

As of now, I oppose FINRA’s expanding its suitability obligations to 
recommendations that do not involve securities because I do not know the 
answer to the 3 questions above, as to what the concern is that this expansion 
would address, nor do I know that the language was skillfully crafted to address 
the concern, and that this proposed expansion would provide any value.  I would 
appreciate any insight or information that you could provide regarding this 
proposed expansion, and answering the 3 questions posed above, which this 
expansion would address.  I do welcome the opportunity to have FINRA regulate 
the insurance industry, if that means there is no state regulation, and if insurance 
was regulated like securities – one national regulator, with the requirement to be 
registered with each state you want to conduct business in. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Dirk Lawson  

Dirk P. C. Lawson, JD 

Financial Representative 

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network 



2600 Grand Boulevard, Suite 600 

Kansas City, Missouri 64108 

816-260-3012 mobile 

816-412-1568 direct 

816-412-1525 fax 

dirk.lawson@nmfn.com

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network (NMFN) is the marketing name for the sales and 
distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI 
(NM), and its subsidiaries and affiliates. Dirk P. C. Lawson is an agent of NM (life 
insurance, annuities and disability income insurance), and Northwestern Long Term Care 
Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI, a subsidiary of NM (long term care insurance).  
Dirk P. C. Lawson is a registered representative of Northwestern Mutual Investment 
Services, LLC, 9225 Indian Creek Parkway, Suite 900, Overland Park, Kansas 66210, a 
broker-dealer, member of FINRA and SIPC, and a wholly-owned company of NM.  NM 
is not a broker-dealer.  There may be instances when Dirk P. C. Lawson represents 
companies in addition to NM or its affiliates. 

Your transmission of electronic mail to this address represents your consent 
to two-way communication by Internet e-mail. If you received this in error, 
please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer on 
which it exists.  

 
Northwestern Mutual, its subsidiaries and affiliates may review and retain 
incoming and outgoing electronic mail for this e-mail address for quality 
assurance and regulatory compliance purposes. Communications that are 
received via the Secure Message Center are secure. Communications that are 
not received via the Secure Message Center website may not be secure or 
encrypted, and could be observed by a third party. 
 
If you prefer not to receive any e-mail communication from Northwestern Mutual 
or our Financial Representatives, please click the following link:"E-Mail Opt-out 
from Northwestern Mutual" 
 
In the event that you cannot click on the above link, the Northwestern Mutual E-
Mail Opt-out form can be found at the following URL: 
https://service.nmfn.com/cbpeopt/EmailOptOut.do. 
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