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Background and Discussion

As announced by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) in Fee
Rate Advisory #2 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011, the SEC has been operating
under a continuing resolution since the start of FY 2011 on October 1,
2010. The Fee Rate Advisory specifies that the fee paid under Section 31
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (Exchange Act) will remain at the
current rate of $16.90 per million.

However, as the SEC has announced, 30 days after the date of enactment
of its regular fiscal year 2011 appropriation, the rate for the Section 31
fee will increase from $16.90 per million to $19.20 per million. FINRA
will notify firms through an Information Notice when the SEC’s regular
appropriation has been enacted and a final date has been determined
for implementing the rate change to $19.20 per million.
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FINRA obtains its Section 31 fees from member firms, in accordance with Section 3 of
Schedule A to the By-Laws. Section 3 specifies that the amount assessed on firms will
be determined periodically in accordance with Section 31 of the Exchange Act.

A copy of the SEC’s October 1, 2010, order regarding fee rates for FY 2011
is available at www.sec.gov/rules/other/2010/33-9122.pdf.
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