West Region Seat Candidates

> Gilbert J. Addeo Chief Operating Officer, Investment Placement Group
(San Diego, CA)
> Paige W. Pierce President & CEO, RW Smith & Associates, LLC
(Sandy, UT)
> Steven L. Thornton Principal & FINOP, WBB Securities, LLC

(San Diego, CA)



Candidate Profile Form—SFAB Election

Candidate Name: Gilbert J. Addeo

Title: Chief Operating Officer Firm: Investment Placement Group

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement
Gilbert J. Addeo, Chief Operating Officer — Investment Placement Group

Mr. Addeo is currently the Chief Operating Officer (“COQ”) of Investment Placement Group (“IPG”) located in
San Diego, CA. IPG is a small to mid-size member firm that currently employs a total of 41 registered and
associated persons operating from the Firm’s main office and 13 foreign associates domiciled in various
countries primarily in Mexico and Argentina. IPG provides a variety of products and services in 11 products lines
to both foreign and domestic institutional and retail accounts.

Prior to his joining with IPG, Mr. Addeo was a Director and Head of International Relationship Management at
Pershing LLC (“Pershing”), a BNY Mellon Company. During his tenure with Pershing, Mr. Addeo was a
member of Pershing's Credit Committee, Suspicious Activity and Regulatory Oversight Committee, as well as
the International Risk Committee. Mr. Addeo was also a member of the Latin American Executive Committee at
BNY Mellon. In his Director position, Mr. Addeo was primarily responsible for relationship management and
oversight activities involving various size correspondent firms with a focus in Latin America. Mr. Addeo’s
responsibilities included but were not limited to due diligence and on-board assessments, relationship
maintenance and other related services.

Prior to joining Pershing, Mr. Addeo was a Managing Director at Bear Stearns Securities Corporation, where he
managed sales and relationship management for the Broker-Dealer and Registered Investment Advisory
Services groups. Mr. Addeo maintains more than 23 years in the financial services industry, including former
management positions at SunGard, TD Waterhouse and the Philadelphia Stock Exchange. In 2015, Mr. Addeo
completed the Securities Industry Institute® program, sponsored by the Securities Industry and Financial
Markets Association, at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

During a large portion of his financial services career, while employed with Pershing, Mr. Addeo had the
opportunity to work with many small to mid-sized broker-dealers not only in the United Sates but throughout the
world often involving various business models. Mr. Addeo has previously served as an advocate for various
firms facing regulatory pressures and scrutiny, cost of technology enhancements and the competitive
considerations in comparison to large wire house organizations. Based upon continued regulatory requirements,
expectations coupled with decreases in margins and other market conditions the overall landscape for small to
mid-size firms remain challenging. Recently, Mr. Addeo was responsible for spearheading IPG’s membership
with SIFMA, where he will become actively involved in committees and roundtable events that impact our
industry. Mr. Addeo believes small to mid-size firms provide a great alternatives for investors as well as
industry professionals fulfilling the customization void left behind by many large member firms. Based on this
important position in the financial community the continued support and growth of small and regional firms to the
industry and overall economy.

Mr. Addeo’s experience and prior advocacy tenure and relationship management positions makes him an ideal
candidate to represent IPG and other small to mid-size firms as the West Coast representative for the FIRNA
Small Firms Advisory Board.

Optional Links:

Link to personal website, resume or CV: sshttps://www.linkedin.com/pub/gilbert-addeo/9/b34/508

Link to YouTube video:




Candidate Profile Form—SFAB Election

Candidate Name: PAIGE W. PIERCE

Title: PRESIDENT & CEO Firm: RW SMITH & ASSOCIATES, LLC

Candidate Biography and Personal Statement

Paige W. Pierce brings over 30 years of senior level investment industry experience with small firms and major
corporate entities in the North American capital markets to RW Smith. Paige has extensive trading and sales,
compliance, operational, business and product development, as well as strategic partner development
experience both domestically and internationally. In her current position she oversees the growth and strategy of
the firm, works closely with industry regulators while maintaining a singular focus of bringing the small firm
perspective to every meeting and rule proposal debate, and continues to focus on ensuring small firms and their
customers have access to information flow, extended distribution networks, price transparency and the
wholesale market.

Paige was elected to represent the Small Firm sector of the investment industry, currently over 3600 firms, on
the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority’s National Adjudicatory Council, which is the appellate court for
regulatory actions brought by FINRA against members and member firms within the investment industry, as well
as membership application reviews. Paige is well known on the NAC for her passionate advocacy on behalf of
industry member concerns and issues, especially small firms' issues. (I think FINRA can't wait for my term to end
this December ;-))

Paige actively serves as a member of the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association Small Firms
Advisory Committee, Municipal Executive Steering Committee (Elected 2008-11, 2015), Municipal Broker’s
Broker Committee (Chair 2008-11, 2015), and the Emergency Markets & Calendar Committee. In 2008, she was
elected to serve a 3-year term on the FINRA District 3 Committee (Chair 2010-11) and currently serves on the
FINRA Fixed Income Committee. She serves as hearing panelist for cases brought by or through FINRA and is
a frequent speaker at industry events. (Next event: FINRA Small Firm Conference in November 2015.)

Paige co-founded the Women in the Investment Industry PSA group, is a member of the Utah Chapter of the
World Presidents' Organization and previously held both the Network Chair position of the Utah Chapter of the
Young Presidents’ Organization (2011-13) and the position of Chair of the YPO Pacific Region Women'’s
International Network (2007-09). She is currently on the YPO Advisory Board with Stanford University and has
represented the Small Firm sector of the investment industry in meetings with prior Chairmen of the Federal
Reserve, members of Congress and SEC Commissioners.

In 2008, Paige was appointed by the United States Air Force 388th Fighter Wing as Honorary Commander at Hill
Air Force Base in Utah and serves to this day with pride. She is also currently on the Board of Directors for RW
Smith, the Municipal Bond Information Services (MBIS) and the National Association of Broker Dealers (NABD).

| am the right person to represent you on the SFAB; | have the experience, passion, and track record of effecting
change for the benefit of small firms on the committees, councils, and boards | have been on previously.
PLEASE VOTE FOR ME FOR THE SFAB WEST POSITION.

Optional Links:

Link to personal website, resume or CV:

Link to YouTube video:




Steven L. Thornton

Steven L. Thornton has heen the Financlal and Operations Principal for WBB Securities since Jun 1,
2011. Mr. Thornton is also currently registered with 23 other broker dealers as a FinOp or a registered
principal.

In addition to Mr. Thornton’s responsibilities as the FinOp for WBB Securities, Mr. Thornton is the
President of Thornton & Associates, LLC. He Is responsible for the general operations, consuiting and
FINOP services provided by the firm. Mr, Thornton has over 20 years of securities compliance, auditing
and accounting experlence, He specializes in the areas of trading and market making, net capital
regulation, general accounting practices, onfine and day trading operations, Anti-Money Laundering,
FINRA New Member Applications and Continuance in Membership Applications=~Mr. Thomton has
extensive experience with SEC, NASD, FINRA and MSRB rules and regulations. Mr. Thornton also
maintains the Series 7 (general securities representalive), Series 24 (general securities principal), Series
56 (equity trader), Series 79 (Investment banking), Series 28 (financial and operations principal) and
Serles 99 licenses. Over the last 10 years, My, Thornton has been registered with over 60 broker dealers
as a Financial and Operations Principal as well as a General Securities Principal.

As a consultant, Mr. Thornion has filed and completed over 30 NASD/FINRA New Member Applications,
conducted over 100 anti-money faundering audits, completed over 76 NASD/FINRA 1017 Continuance in
Membershlp Applications and has guided clients through over 150 FINRA, SEC, and state regulatory
audits and examinations. Mr. Thornion has served on the FINRA District 2 Committee and is on the
Board of Directors for the National Associalion of Independent Broker Dealers.

Prior to forming Thornton & Associates, LLC, Mr. Thornton worked for 3 years at the National Association
of Securities Dealers (NASD Regulation, Inc.). He received national recognition as the recipient of the
prestiglous NASD President's Award that recognizes outstanding service as a securlties examiner.

In 2009, Mr. Thomton was elecled to the FINRA District 2 Committee. Mr. Thoraton has also held
positions in accounting and finance with Pacific Holding Company and May Department Stores,

Mr. Thornton served in the United States Marine Corps as an infantryman from 1989 — 1995 andis a
veteran of Operatlon Desert Shield/Storm.

After his military service, Mr. Thornton received his Bachelor of Science Degree from California State
University, Northridge with a major in Finance. He currently speaks at compliance seminars for securities
compliance professionals, and has been a guest speaker on the KNX 1070 Business Hour radio show.
Mr. Thorton has also testified in Orange County Superior Court as an expert witness regarding issues
relating to sales practice violations, investment advisor and broker dealer registration, suitability, and the
implementation of supervisory systems.
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Mr. Addeo is currently the Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) of Investment Placement Group (“IPG”) located in San Diego, CA.  IPG is a small to mid-size member firm that currently employs a total of 41 registered and associated persons operating from the Firm’s main office and 13 foreign associates domiciled in various countries primarily in Mexico and Argentina.  IPG provides a variety of products and services in 11 products lines to both foreign and domestic institutional and retail accounts.  

Prior to his joining with IPG, Mr. Addeo was a Director and Head of International Relationship Management at Pershing LLC (“Pershing”), a BNY Mellon Company.   During his tenure with Pershing, Mr. Addeo was a member of Pershing's Credit Committee, Suspicious Activity and Regulatory Oversight Committee, as well as the International Risk Committee.   Mr. Addeo was also a member of the Latin American Executive Committee at BNY Mellon.  In his Director position, Mr. Addeo was primarily responsible for relationship management and oversight activities involving various size correspondent firms with a focus in Latin America.  Mr. Addeo’s responsibilities included but were not limited to due diligence and on-board assessments, relationship maintenance and other related services. 

Prior to joining Pershing, Mr. Addeo was a Managing Director at Bear Stearns Securities Corporation, where he managed sales and relationship management for the Broker-Dealer and Registered Investment Advisory Services groups.   Mr. Addeo maintains more than 23 years in the financial services industry, including former management positions at SunGard, TD Waterhouse and the Philadelphia Stock Exchange. In 2015, Mr. Addeo completed the Securities Industry Institute® program, sponsored by the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

During a large portion of his financial services career, while employed with Pershing, Mr. Addeo had the opportunity to work with many small to mid-sized broker-dealers not only in the United Sates but throughout the world often involving various business models.   Mr. Addeo has previously served as an advocate for various firms facing regulatory pressures and scrutiny, cost of technology enhancements and the competitive considerations in comparison to large wire house organizations.  Based upon continued regulatory requirements, expectations coupled with decreases in margins and other market conditions the overall landscape for small to mid-size firms remain challenging.  Recently, Mr. Addeo was responsible for spearheading IPG’s membership with SIFMA, where he will become actively involved in committees and roundtable events that impact our industry.   Mr. Addeo believes small to mid-size firms provide a great alternatives for investors as well as industry professionals fulfilling the customization void left behind by many large member firms.  Based on this important position in the financial community the continued support and growth of small and regional firms to the industry and overall economy.  
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