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Stipulated Award
NASD Dispvte Resolution

In the Matter of tie Arbitration Between:

f>«» Mî ty-r- 01-02842

Dino Vona
Monti Vona

ite: Philadelphia, PA
Robert A. Johnson
Charles Walker
Metrin Lynch, Pierce, Feuner and Smith, inc.

Claimants, Dino and Nanci Vona ("Claimants"), were represented by Steven M. DranofE Esq.,
Attorney at Law, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Nicholas J. Galliano, Esq., Attorney at Law,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Respondents, Robert A. Johnson ("Johnson"), Charles Walker ("Walker") and Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner and Smith, Inc. ("Merrill Lynch**), hereinafter collectively referred to as
"Respondents", were represented by Frank J. Cuccio, Esq,, Bressler, Amery & Ross, P,C^ New
YortNcwYoi*.

Statement of Claim fled on or about May 23, 2001.
Claimants signed the Uniform Submission Agreement on or about May 23, 200 1 .
Statement of Answer filed by Respondents on or about August 24, 200 1 .
A representative for Respondent Merrill Lyixdi dgned the Unifonn Submission Agreement on July
26,2001.
Respondents Johnson and Walker signed Uniform Submission Agreements on August 21, 2001.

CTTMTfc/f APV

Claimants asserted the following causes of action: negligence; fraud; breach of fiduciary duty;
breach of contract; violations of federal and state securities laws; and, violations of NASD rules.

Unless specifically admitted in their Answer, Respondents dented the material allegations made in
the Statement of Claim and asserted the following defenses: the Statement of Claim ia3s to state
a claim for which relief can be granted; estoppel; ratification; and, finlure to mitigate.
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Claimants requested:
Compensatory Damages $165.000.00
Punitive Damages amount unspecified
Interest amount unspecified
Attorneys1 Fees amount unspecified
Other Costs amount unspecified

Respondents requested that the Statement of Claim be dismissed as against all parties, with
prejudice; that all costs be assessed against Claimants; and, that the panel recommend the
expungement of all reference to this matter from the NASD Central Registration Depository
("CRD") records of Respondents Johnson and Walker.

The parties have agreed that the Stipulated Award in this matter may be entered in counterpart
copses.

AWAPTfc

Prior to the hearing, the parties felry and SosSfy settled ati claims by and between them. Therefore
the parties submit this Stipulated Award to the Panel for its consideration and request that it be
entered.

Now, in lieu of a bearing and upon motion of Respondents for entry of an award, the written
stipulation thereto, the Panel hereby grants the motion and enters this award granting the
following relief

1. That the claims against Respondents Merrill Lynch,. Johnson and Walker are dismissed
with prejudice. Claimants and Respondents have entered into a confidential settlement
agreement;

2- The Panel recommends the expunganent of afl reference to tlv afoovc-captkmed
arbitration from Respondent Robert A. Johnson and Respondent Charles Walker's
registration recoil maintained bytheCRD with the understanding that, pursuant to
NASD Notices to Members 99-09 and 99-54, Respondents Johnson and Walker must
obtain confirmation from a court of competent jurisdiction before the CRD will execute
the expungement directive.

3. Each party shall bear its own costs and expenses, including attorney's fees, except as Fees
are specifically addressed below; and,
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4. Any and all relief not specifically addressed herein, including punitive damages, is denied.

FRITS

Pursuant to the Code, the following fees are assessed:
Filing FW«
NASD Dispute Resolution will retain or collect the non-refundable filing fees for each claim:

Initial claim €Jing fee -$ 300.00

Member Pees
Member fees are assessed to each member firm that is a party in these proceedings or to the
member firm(s) that employed the associated person(s) at the time of the evem(s) giving rise to
the dispute. Accordingly, Merrill Lynch is a party.

Member surcharge = 51,500.00
Pre-hearing process fee =$ 600.00
Hearing process fee - $2,500.00

Adjournments granted during these proceedings for which fees were assessed:
June 17-19, 2003 joint request for adjournment.
The Panel assessed S562.50 of the Adjournment Fee to Claimants - 5562,50
The Panel assessed £562.50 of the Adjournment Fee to Respondent Merrill Lynch = $562.50

The Panel has assessed fbn&n foes for each session conducted. A session is any meeting between
the parties and the arbitrators), including a pro-hearing conference with the arbitrators), (hat
lasts four (4) hours or kss. Fees associated with these proceedings are:

Two (2) Pre-hearing sessions with Panel @ J1,125.00 =52,250.00
Prc-hcaring conferences March 28, 2002 1 session

August 19, 2002 I session
Total Forum Fees = $2,250.00

1. The Panel has assessed 11,125.00 of the forum fees to Claimants.
2. The Panel has assessed S375.00 of the forum fees to Respondent Merrill Lynch,
3. The Panel has assessed $375,00 of the forum fees to Respondent Johnson.
4. The Panel has assessed $375.00 of the forum fees to Respondent Walker.

1 . Claimants are assessed and shall pay:
Initial Filing Fee • =$ 300.00
Forum Fees = $1, 125.00
Adjntfnrungnt Fffft _ =5 ^*t7 ̂

Total Fees *$ 1,987.50
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2.

M
J..

4.

T e« rttVrinAnra

Balance Due to NASD

Respondent, Merrill Lynch, is assessed and shal] pay:
Member Fees
Adjournment Fees
^OniFH Pw^*

Total Fees
T-fcflfl nflypimfc

Balance Due to NASD

Respondent, Johnson is assessed and shall pay:
Fcinnn Ff*^F
Total Fees
l"j*« nainrvMitc

Balance Due NASD Dispute Resolution

Respondent, Walker, is assessed and shall pay:
Forum Fft**
Total Fees
I"̂ ** TMnnn^nt«

Balance Due NASD Dispute Resolution

s*<M,4fl7j4a
-$ 00.00

= $4,600,00
»$ 562.50
= « ^7S.OO
= $5.537.50
= * Slfi? ™
= $ 375.00

= H 17^ 00
= $ 375.00
= c nnnn
= $ 375.00

« s ITS no
«S 375.00
»( r>ono
= $ 375.00

AH balances are payable to NASD Dispute Resolution and are due upon receipt pursuant to Rule
10330(g)oftfaeCode.

Howard A. Finkehnan, Esq. • Public, Presiding Chairperson
Edward Blumstein, Esq. - Public Arbitrator, Panelist
Richard A. Purkiss - Non-Public Arbitrator, Panelist
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Howard A_ FmkeJman, Esq.
Pubtic Arbitrator, Presiding Chairperson

Signature Date

Edward Biumsteia, Esq.
Public Arbitrator, Panelist

Signature Date

Richard A. Putldss
Non-Public Arbitrator, Panelist

Signature Dote

Date of Service (For NASD Dispute Resolution office use only)
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Signatore^s)

Howard A. FiOfcelman, Esq.
Pufcfc Arbitrator, Presiding Chairperson

Edward Btumstein; Esq.
PuWk Aibitialor, Pandist

tmtor, PaneEst

2Q2-728-S852 T-343 P.Q02/D02 F-5S7

SignettnreD; le

Signature D; te

Signature!

Dale of Service (For "NASD Dispute Resolution office use only)



09/02/2003 11:11 I ' -^ „.„-.:;

09/02/2003 08:36 FAX -i-- ~

NASD Dispute Resolution
A^ntrarion Mo. 01-02S4Z *
Award PageS

RESOLUTION
@002
0007/007

Howard A. Fmkehnan, Esq.
Pablk Arbitrator, Presiding rson

0^103
Signsnire Date

Edward Blumsfeuo, Esq.
Public Arbitrator, Panefist

Signature Date

Richard A- Purkiss \
Not-Public Arfntiator, Panelist

Signature Date

Date of Service (For NASD Dispute Resolution ofSce use only)


